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ARREST MADE

IN LAi
VEST T

John A Benson, Said to Be

Head of Conspirators,
Taken In Custody at

Washington.

CAUGHT BY A DECOY LETTER.

San Francisco Real Estate Man
Is Alleged to Have Hribed

Clerk to Secure Infor-
mation.

OTHER ARRESTS TO FOLLOW.

Charged That System of Graft
Exists in Dozen Western

States and Government
Has Lost Thousands

of Dollars.

Washington. Dec. IS. John A. Benson,
a wealthy San Francisco real estate op-

erator, charged by the Interior Depart-
ment with being the head of the alleged
land frauds extending over a dozen West-e- m

States and Territories, was arrested
to-d- at the Willard Hotel by Secret
Service Officer John A. Burns, Just as
Benon was preparing- to leave the city for
New York.

The charge of which the arrest was
made was briber', it being alleged in the
affidavit of Mr. Burns and in the warrant
that Benson had paid COO to Woodford D.
Harlan, formerly Chief of the Special
Service Division of the General Land Of-

fice, and now a clerk in that office, on
March 15 of this year, for the purpose of
extracting from him information regard-
ing the investigation of his operations at
that time being made by the Land Office.

CASE SET DECEMBER SO.

The warrant was Issued by United
Statei Commissioner Anson S. Taylor, and
as soon as Benson had been apprehended
Dy'Boms.hc was taken, before Commis-
sioner Taylor. He wished to have a pre-
liminary hearing of his case postponed,
and the date for such hearing was fixed
for December SO. He gave ball for his ap-
pearance on that date, when the Govern-
ment attorneys will ask to have him held
for the Grand Jury.

The statement was made by an officer
of the Government ht that the In-

formation obtained regarding the alleged
conspiracy Implicates a number of persons
at present employed In the Interior De-

partment at Washlngtdn and elsewhere.
Numerous arrests are expected to follow
that of Benson in short order, and Bom's
employes who may not be arrested will be
dismissed from the service.

The statement was mode that Secretary
Hitchcock was so incensed at the flagrancy
of this alleged offense that he told the
officers to have Benson arrested at once,
although It had not been planned to appre-
hend him at present.

Benson came to Washington in answer
to decoy letters.

Benson is said to have been taken en-
tirely by surprise in his arrest, although
he has known that the Government has
been Investigating the alleged land frauds.
He had no lawyer in Washington, and
when he was taken Immediately after his
arrest before United States Commissioner
Taylor a delay of an hour or more oc-

curred while a lawyer was Bought for him.
Mr. Benson made a formal plea of "not
guilt'," and then his attorney asked that
he be released on hail.

The accused offered ball in $2,000 In cash,
while the Government attorneys demand-
ed bond in the sum of J10.00O. Attorney
Pagin, for the Government, said:

GOVERNMENT STATEMENT.
"This man was at the head of a great

land fraud conspiracy extending over sev-
eral Western States. He has bribed officers
of the United States in the West and in
the District. Since he came to this city
a few days ago he has continued his
bribery. And, what Is more, in another
case some years ago, when he was out on
bond, he left the country and went to a
foreign country and remained away for
several years."

A heated argument followed this dec-
laration, counsel for the defense asserting
It was improper. Finally Commissioner
Taylor fixed the bond at $3,000. and Mr.
Benson was released.

Benson declined to make any statement
further than to say he would appear when
wanted.

It is asserted Benson has defrauded the
Government out of at least 100.000 acres of
land by various schemes since the passage
of the forest reserve act in 1SS7.

It Is alleged Benson obtained advance
information as to the land that would be
wanted by the Government reserves, and
that by means of fraudulent entries or by
purchase Immense tracts of such lands
were obtained and afterwards exchanged
for valuable public lands.

CAR BECAME UNMANAGEABLE

Crashed Into Coach Ahead Injur-
ing Two Women.

In leaping to the pavement to avoid In-
jur- in a collision of two Bellefontaine
cars on Florissant avenue near Carrie
avenue, yesterday afternoon, Mrs. C.

of No. 6457 Florissant avenue sus-
tained bruises on the knee and hip and
Mrs. Nora, Crowley of No. 67S1 Florissant
avenue suffered a concussion of the spine.
Mrs. Crowley's injury la serious.

The accident was due to car No. 2133, In
charge of Motorman John Van Blarcom.
becoming unmanageable. After getting
beyond his "control, the car ran for several
blocks at top speed, finally overtaking car
No. 2138 near Carrie avenue. Foreseeing a

i collision several passengers on both cars
1 escaped by leaping. Mrs. Kobnsch and
""Mrs. Crowley were the only persons m--

IbctsJ. Motorman Van Blarcom Jumped.

POPE LEO LEFT

IN CARDINAL

$9,000,000
GOTH'S HANDS.

Faithful to His Trust, the Guardian Lays the Money at the Feet of

Pius X, Who Was Much Affected at the Gift, Which Will' Dis-

pel the Monetary Cloud O'ershadowfcip the Vatican Secrecy
Wsis Enjoined on the Custodian by the Dying Wearer of the
Triple Crown, and the Mysterious Disappearance of His Pri-
vate Fortune Is Xow Cleared.

ELECTRICIAN FINDS FORTUNE CONCEALED BY PONTIFF.

Rome, Dec. IS. According to the a.

the Vatican had pudden wealth
poured Into Its coffers For some
time certain sums which were known to
be posseted by Pope Leo were looked for
without result, the search toward the end
becoming somewhat feverish.

Cardinal Gottl. Prefect of- the Propa-
ganda, accompanied by Mgr. Marzolini.
one of the late Pope's secretaries, drove
up to the Vatican y, and. gettin; out'
hurriedly fcrRan tugging at a heavy object
in the carriage. Asltnnce was offered,
but it was refused, and Cardinal Gottl and
Mr. Marzolini between them carried the
mysterious object to the apartment of
Pope Plus. They were immediately ad-

mitted, and remained for two hours.
Intense curiosity was aroused by this

act, rts it was believed to have some rela-

tion to missing wealth, and the wildest
rumors were circulated. It soon became
known, however, that the bag contained
15,000.000 francs $9,lC0,0M In bank notes
and gold.

When Cardinal Gottl entered the pres-
ence of the Pope he sank to his knees
and. pointing to his burden, said:

"Tour Holiness, the lamented Leo, just
before his death, confided to me the money

MANY STUDENTS LOSE LIVES

THROUGH FIRE AND PANIC.

Flames Discovered Late at Night in Women's Dormitory of Wal-de- n

Uni.versity, a Segro Institution at Nashville, Tenn. Wild
Rush to Windows Follows and Frantic Persons Leap for Their
Lives.

Nashville. Tenn., Dec. IS. Four persons
were known to have been killed and per-

haps thirty others are Injured, twelve of
them fatally. In a fire here which
consumed the Central Tennessee College
for young negro women, a department of
Walden University.
It Is possible that the ruins may contain

tho bodies of other victims.
The property loss Is estimated at $23,000.

The known dead are:
MATTIE LOU MOORE. Huntsville, Ala.
STELLA EDISON, Mississippi.
Unidentified girl.
It is feared there are many more in the

burning building. .

FIREMAN KILLED

IN TRAIN WRECK,

Dixie Flyer on Illinois Central
Crashes in Freight at

Church Station.

MAIL CARS ARE BURNED.

Thomas Hastings Buried' Beneath
"Debris and Passengers Are

Injured Engineer Es-

capes Injury by
Jumping.

I
4 KILLED AND INJURED.
4 Thomas Hastings, passenger fire--
4 man; killed. 4

4 Henry Hartmann, passenger en- - 4
a gineer; severely Injured.
4 Rhodes Mcrchon, passenger; fa-- a

tally injured.

I
The Dixie Flyer, on tho Illinois Central,

which left Union Station at 9:10 o'clock
last night, was wrecked about 10:30 o'clock
near Church Station, In St. Clair County,
Illinois.

The passenger train crashed1 Into the
rear end of a freight train.

Thomas Hastings of No. KS Brady ave-

nue. East St. Louis, fireman on the pas-

senger train, was killed outright.
Rhodes Merchon, who was riding on the

freight was fatally injured. Merchcn's
hips were dislocated, and he suffered in-

ternal injuries. He was taken to St.
Mary's Hospital.

Henry Hartmann, engineer of the pas-
senger train, escaped by Jumping.

The wreck Is supposed to have been
caused by the breaking In two of the
freight train, which backed down a grade.
A storm was in progress at the time and
the rear lights were cither extinguished
or were not seen by the crew of the pas-
senger train.

Fireman Hastings first noticed the cars
ahead. He shouted to his engineer to
Jump, but was not quick enough to save
his own life. At an early hour this morn-
ing his body had not been taken from the
wreck. ii

CARS ON FIRE.
Fire from the engine was communicated

to the three mall cars back of the tender
and they were destroyed. Many of the
cars of both trains were demolished and
it Is believed that persons are buried In
the debris.

One of the freight cars was loaded with
cartridges, many of which exploded from
contact with the heat

Doctors H. P. Falrbrother and J. L--.

Wiggins of East St. Louis went on a spe-
cial car to the scene of the wreck to aid
the sufferers.

which I now-- lay at your feet, saying that
if I succeeded him I was to use It as 1

thought best, tut that If another took his
place I wns to turn the money over to
him after a period of four months had
elapsed. This I now do. in the presence
of Mgr. Marzolini. who has been the only
other person to share the secret."

The Pope was much affected.
The Tribun.a goes on to rel.tto that just

nbnut tho time this scene was being en-

acted in the paral apartments an elec-
trician, while removing the hangings in
the lato Popo Leo's chamber In order to
get at the electrlc-llgh- t wires, found in a
hole In the wall several Ixigs, which were
carelessly tied. These lings, when opened,
were found to contain 9.2)0,000 francs

In gold.

LEO'S OI1.IECT I.KSSOX
I OK IIIK SUCCESSOR.

Paris. Dee. IS. The Ilraio correspondent
of the Figaro siys that the alleged reason
for Pope Leo's course was that ho wished
his successor to learn how difficult It
would be to rule the church without
money, thereby impressing upon him tho
necessity for economy.

Every ambulance in the city has been
brought into requisition.

The lire broke out In the domltory of
the Tennessee Contral College for Young
Women, a department of Walden Uni-
versity. The building was four stories
high and was occupied by about sixty stu-

dents.
It hod no fire escapes and a wild stam-

pede followed the alarm.
The Inmates Jumped from the, windows

In droves, the south side of the grounds
under the windows being literally lined
with the injured. The greatest confusion
prevails.

LEADING TOPICS
IN

TO-DAY- 'S REPUBLIC

THE SUN RISES THIS MORNING-A- T

7:13 AND SETS THIS EVENING AT 4:10.
THE MOON SETS THIS EVENING AT

5:44.

GRAIN CLOSES: ST. LOUIS MAY
WHEAT Sl?ic; MAY CORN 4204214c BID.
CHICAGO-M- AY WHEAT S2M,fi82Vic BID;
MAY CORN 43ic ASKED.

For Missouri Rain Saturdays cold-
er In well, Sunday, fair; collier In
enst.

For Illinois Rain or snow In
norths ruin In south- - Saturday. Snn-'

day, fair; colder.
For Arkansas Rnln Saturday. Sun-

day, fnlr nml colder.
For East Texnn Itnln Sntnrilay, ex-

cept fair In northeast. Sunday, fnlr;
colder.

For West Texan Fair Saturday,
preceded by rain In north; colder In
north. Snndny, fnlr.

PART I.
Pope Leo Left $0,000,000.

Hundreds Attend Butler Funeral.
Llpton Is Ready for Another Race.

2. Senator Daniel Supports Hoar.

3. Sister Republic? Plan Big Exhibits.
Chinese Treaty Is Ratified.

4. General Sporting News.

5. Book News and Comment.

6. Editorial.
Pretty Decorations and Costumes at

Impcrial.Rall.
Cockrcll's Caucus Attitude.
Government Aid Asked for Oregon Ex-

position.

7. Bride's Legacy Lost Twenty-Seve- n

Years.
Candidate Mayo Has a Platform.

8. Dun's nnd Bradstrect's Weekly Trade
Reviews.

Father and Son Shot to Death.
Four Divorce Suits Entered.
.MacArthur's Remarks Were in Pri-

vate.

PART II.
1. Ballard Is Out for H. B. Hawcs.

Frye President of Police Board.
Laborer's 1832 Found In a Laundry

Tub.

2. Happenings In East Side Cities.

3. Religious News and Announcements.
4. Republic "Want" Ads..

Birth, Marriage and Death Records.
New Corporations.

5. Rooms for Rent Ads.

6. Llve-Sto- Markets.
Weekly Bank Statement.

7. Sudden Rise Due to Steel.
Transit Shares Advance.
Chicago Grain Market.
Summary of St. Louis Markets.

8. Woman's Training School Holds An- -
nual Bazaar.

Of Interest to Women.
Heart Found on Wrong Side.

Robbed While Asleep.
Joseph Johnson of 908 Gratiot street re-- ,

ported to the police last night that bur-
glars had entered his house and had taken
S297 and a quantity of silver knives and
spoons. A peculiarity of the case was the
fact that the stolen goods were .taken
from under a mattress of the bed upon
which Johnson, his wife and three chll- -,

dren were sleeping.

WAR IN FAR EAST

SEEMS INEVITABLE:

ENGLAND WORRIED

Japan Only Dissuaded From
Sending Ultimatum by Lord

Lansdowne's Influ

ence.

INSURANCE RATES HIGHER.

Russia Continues to Send War-
ships, While Soldiers Are Hur-

ried Forward Day and.
Sight.

NOW SEEKS TO RULE KOREA.

Radicals Insist That Japanese
Domination at Seoul Would Be

a.Constant Menace to Rus-

sian Interests in Man-

churia.

!
ENGLAND MAY COMPEL

MILITARY TRAINING.
London, Dec. 19. The Daily Mail

this morning publishes an uncon-
firmed statement that the War Of-

fice Is preparing a scheme for the
compulsory military training of all
males between the ages of 18 and
22 years.

srEciAL mr cable to the new tork
HERALD AND THE ST. LOUIS REPUBLIC.
London. Dec. 18. (Copyright, 1903.) Lon-

don regards war In the far East as prac-
tically Inevitable.

What form Japan's reply to the long-delay-

Russian note has taken is not known
outside of the Foreign Office, to which it
was communicated yesterday, but It is
believed that, while an opening Is left for
further negotiations, the Russian proposals
are rejected as unacceptable.

It is stated that the first draft of the
Japanese reply was couched In terms like
those, .of. an ultimatum, but that; through
Lord Lansdowne's Influence', a more 'con--

dilatory tone was adopted.
Nobody here believes. However, that

either side Willi abate a Jot or tittle of Its
claim., and the. only questions now asked
are for how long hostilities can be post-
poned and which Power will get in the
first blow.

A report was telegraphed from London
to a provincial paper that war had actu-
ally broken out, and the Japanese Min-
ister was deluged with inquiries. Viscount
Hayassl's tone was less optimistic than
usual, though he expressed confidence
that the negotiations would be continued.

War risks at Lloyd's rose about 5 per
cent y, 20 guineas per cent being
quoted to the end of January and 25 to
the end of February.

Ordinary Insurance on a cargo to and
from Japan rose about 5 per cent, with
a fair amount of business.

WARSHIPS ON WAY.
Blzerta, Tunis, Dec. 18. The Russian

naval forces now anchored here, compris-
ing a battleship, three armored cruisers
and several torpedo boats, commanded by
Admiral Wlrenius, will be in
a few days by six torpedo boats, and will
proceed hence to the far East.

St. Petersburg, Dec 13. A traveler who
has Just returned from Manchuria says
that Russian troops are still moving night
and day toward Port Arthur.

NOW CLAIM KOREA.
Seoul, Dec. 18. The attitude of the Rus

slans hero Indicates a positive determina-
tion to prevent Japan from gaining a foot
hold In Korea.

The Radicals Insist that Ruasla must
reach the sea to insure protection In the
future, and argue that Japan, in posses
sion of Korea, would be a constant men
ace.

The Emperor still studiously avoids an
answer to the questions of United States
Minister Allen In regard to Wlju. The
latter Is now pressing the matter and has
asked for another audience.

Tho Russians are Inclined to resent
American activity concerning Wlju, and
say that the Americans are playing the
Japanese game. The Russians do not ob-

ject to Americans coming in and trading
with Manchuria, but assert that the open-

ing of Mukden nnd An-Tu- admitted
Japanese, whose presence is constantly ir-

ritating, and that It might lead to a repe-
tition of this if Yongampho and Wlju ark
opened.

They say that Americans now enjoy a
large trade with Manchuria, which, ex-

cept in the matter of flour, will largely In-

crease In the future and Insist that the
present attitude of America only Injures a
friend and customer and favors a manu-
facturing rival.

MATTHEWS CASE

IS CONTINUED.

Judge Graves Sets Hearing of
Senator From St. Louis

County for March 25.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL. ,
Jefferson City, Mo., Dec: 18. Judge

Graves, special Judge in thevgtate boodle
cases, y continued the case of Sen-
ator Buell L. Matthews to March 25,

when it will be heard after the Fan-I- s and
Smith cases, which are set for March
21 and 23, respectively.

There was effort made by the defense
to have the case heard y, but Judge
Graves ruled that under the agreement
between the. attorneys to try the case
after the Farris and Smith cases, it must
go over.

The date of taking depositions In the
bribery cases against Prosecuting Attor-
ney R. P. Stone was .pat 'oft to Januar-

y-lit

RESOLUTION IN SENATE

WOULD CURB PRESIDENT
'

IN COURSE ON PANAMA.

Washington, Dec. 18. Senator Morgan
to-d- Introduced a resolution declaring
that the President has no right to wage
war against any foreign Potter without
the consent of Congress, when such coun-
try Is at peace with the United States;
that tho provision of the canal treaty

the United Statps and Panama,
guaranteeing the Independence of the Re-
public of Panama, is. In effect, a declara-
tion of war with Colombia; that the Inter-
vention of the United States in preventing
Colombia to suppress the seccsslin of
Panama Is contrary to the law of ncutril-It- y

and the law of nations.
The Important features of the resolution

nro:
That neither the President, nor the President

and the Senate, as the trtnty-makln- power of
the United States. ha the lawful power to
vfttgv or declare war agalnn any foreign Power
without the content of Congress.

"That a state of war ex'sts between Colombia
and nn orsantrntlon In the Colombian depart-
ment of Panama t lat claims to have ac-

complished the secession of Panama from Co-

lombia and to hive established Its Inde-
pendence.

That If Colombia Is not prevented by none
powerful foreign nation, she Is manifestly able
to maintain her present effort to repress the
said secession.

And the President of the United States, havi-
ng- entered Into treatv relations with persons
who claim to ha e seceded from Colombia, with
a stipulation which Is, In effect, a declaration
of war with Colombia and l not within the
limits of any power conferred upon the Presi-
dent by act of Corwres or the Constitution or
bv the law of nations.

That the President has no lawful right or
oower. without the consent of Congress, and
under the conditions that Xxlst In Panama, to
use the military and naval forces of the United
States to prevent Colombia from enforcing hr I

n
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CITY PAID FOR EDIBLES --

SERVED AT SALOON LUNCH.

latest Developments in City Grafting Show That Dramshop
Keeper Near Insane Asylum Was Kept Stocked With Fresh
Meat, Ham, Bacon and Vegetables From Institution Wil-
liam A. Kraft Said He Paid $160 a Month to Three Employes
of .City Hospital More Indictments Expected.

INTERESTING DISCLOSURES
IN CITY GRAFTING INVESTIGATION.

William A. Kraft, who formerly furnished meat to the City Hospital, has
confessed that grafters received 8160 per month from him for four years. '

Information Is now-l- n the hands of the Health Department'ofllcials which
shows that grafting at the Insane Asylum will exceed that unearthed at the
hospital.

Besides receiving tribute from Krnft, hospital attaches, according to Kraft's
affidavit, loaded sides of beeves on wagons to keep the drivers quiet. The
drivers hauled the meat away and of it as tbey liked after it had been
weighed and charged to the city.

Kraft confessed that the grafters followed him so relentlessly that they
compelled him to quit business, as he could no longer profit by dealing with
them.

Sworn statements now In the possession or the Health Department show
thnt a store near the Insane Asylum was kept well stocked with meats and
vegetables by grafting employes.

At tho Insane Asylum goods were carted away in greater quantities than at
tho City Hospital, as a. result the Indictment of several engaged In tho
meat ana commission business is predicted.

Grafting at the city institutions, which
has been probed ,by the Health Depart-
ment for the last month, is expected to
soon develop startling revelations. Three
arrests are looked for at any time, and
evidence has been furnished to the Grand
Jury upon which. It Is believed, several
tnductments will soon be returned.

Health Commissioner Simon, Attorney
Guy E. Goltermann and Special Officer
Richard P. Durney have directed their
investigations to the operations of em-

ployes and contractors at the Insane
Asylum, and. It is said, the evidence they
have collected will eclipse the Information
which resulted in the Indictment of former
employes at the City Hospital.

The health officers have information In
documentary form to the effect that a gro-

cery store and saloon near the Insane
Asylum was kept stocked with fresh meat
to be used on the lunch counter. Hams
and sides of bacon were also carted to
this store, the health officials claim, as
well as all sorts of vegetables In seaBon.

Indictments which are looked for will
be against persons connected with meat
firms and commission-house- s. Employes
of these concerns were before the in-

quisitorial body, and It Is said the evi-

dence they gave was damaging against
the persons Implicated.

In removing the city's goods from the
institutions, the drivers of wagons and
grafters took into their confidence several
men known as "details." These were" put
through the sweating process also, and
simplified the work of the health of-

ficials.
William J. Allen, a "detail" at the In-

sane Asylum, made affidavit to having
been assigned to help William Boetcher, a
driver, to cart supplies away which had
been entered upon the 'Insane Asylum's
books.

WAGONS LOADED WITH MEAT.
Wagon loads of hams and sides of bacon

were taken at. a trip, according to Allan,
and at other times loads of potatoes. One
night, Allan has testified, eight sacks of
potatoes were taken from the asylum's
cellars and taken across the road to await
a wagon in tne morning, rne potatoes
were frozen during the night and he was
compelled to help drag the sacks to the
waste pile, where the potatoes were
dumped.

The confession of William A. Kraft,

44444444
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and

' SENATOR JOHN T. MORGAN.

claim to the proper exercise of her sovereignty
and to execute her laws in the Department of
Panama.

The resolution of the Senate nnd tho
House of Representatives in 1S99 Is re-

peated. The sense of this Is that the Gov-
ernment of the United States looks with
serious concern nnd disapproval upon any
connection of any European Government
with the construction and control of any
ship canal across the isthmus.

44444444B
who formerly conducted a butcher shop
at Broadway and Benton street, shows the
manner In which the city was robbed by
employes held over from the former ad-
ministration.

Besides telling of his connection with
the grafters, Kraft has confessed that he
was a member of a combine composed of
eighteen or twenty of the largest meat
concerns in the city, who have been Iden-
tified with grafting.

Following Is the confession of William
A. Kraft, who furnished meat to the Clty
Hospltal:

I at first began to deliver fre"h meats and
fish under contract to the city Institutions
about seven jears ago. During the last seven

ears there were always times when I would
hand a dollar or so, oecastonaly, to the cook,
but the practice of giving any considerable
sums of money did not begin until about four
years ago. when I was delivering meat at
the City Hospital.

At that time there was In charge George
Mllford. .steward; A. E. Plltz, chef, and Os-
wald Matt, meat Inspector. I wns compelled
to pay to all of thee men parlous sums of
money from time to time In order that they
would permit and make it possible for me
to deliver meat under the terms of my con-
tract. Frequently I would dellter meat up to
the standard grade, and same would be re-
fused by them and sent back. At that time
I was simply trying to fulfill my contract in
an upright and conscientious manner, but I
found that something else was required be-

fore I would be permitted to do business In the
customary manner. It became very evident
that It would be necessary for us to pay
these men for their good will In ttie premises.

KEPT Alt ACCOUNT.
Accordingly, I would deliver every weekday a

certain amount of meat at the City Hospital,
an account of which I kept In a book. The
meat, when delivered to the hospital, would be
weighed by the steward or sometimes by the
chef. In the absence of the steward, and a mem-

orandum made of the exact amount of meat
delivered. That book, which accounted for the
exact amount of meat delivered, passed between
myseir. my driver and the steward or whoever
received the meat at the hospital. Then at
the end of the month Mllford would either
come In person to my shop or he would send
to me In a sealed letter by my driver, and
sometimes through the malls, a fictitious stata-me-

of meat alleged to have been delivered by
me to the hospital during the last month. The
understanding was that. In order that I could
pay him his rake-of-f and also pay the chef and
the meat inspector, that I should collect from
the city for the amount of meat which his flc- -

Continued on PaRe Two.
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WHAT SENATE DEMOCRATIC

-- : : CAUCUS AGREEMENT MEANS.

Washlngton, Dec. 18. The agreement of the Democratic caucus of the Sen-

ate that hereafter the Democratic Senators shall vote as a unit on party ques-

tions has aroused so much interest that It has been thought worth while to
give out the text, of the resolution which was adopted by the caucus. It is as
follows:

"That hereafter the decisions of the caucus, when made by two-thir- ma-

jority, shall be binding on all the members, except when previous pledges have
been mode by Senators to their constituents or Instructions have been received
from their State legislatures, or'when a question of constitutional construction

FOLLOW

MAY SOON

MAIS
TO THE STHMUS

War and Navy Departments

Show Great Activity and
News From Panama

Is Withheld

COMPLICATIONS INCREASING.

General Elliott Will Sail for Co-

lon on Transport That Carries --

Xaval" Fighting Men.

REYES ACTING WITH CAUTION.

Fears That Presentation of Hia
Formal Demands Will Pre-
cipitate Hostile Demonstra-

tions on Part of Coun-trymeD- k.

COLOMBIAN COMMITTEE
MAKES THREAT OF WAR.

Paris, Dec. 18.-- The "United Co-

lombian Committee" here gave out
a statement to-d- saying that Co-

lombia would first seek through a
commission to Induce the United
States to recognize Colombia's
rights under the treaty of 1S46; sec-
ond, if the commission fails, Co-

lombia will ask for the submission
of the question to The Hague arbi-
tration court: third, if Its submis-
sion to The Hague court Is refused,
Colombia will go to war and rely on
the Latin Republics to come to her
aid.

' 44B
Washington, Dec. 18. After a conference
y between Secretary Moody, Rear

Admiral Taylor, Chief of the Bureau of
Navigation, and Brigadier General George
Elliott, commandant of the Marine Corps,
It was di ded that. If present conditions
on the Isthmus of Panama, continue. Gen-
eral Elliott will sail for Colon on tha
Dixie, from Philadelphia, when that vei-r-el

goes south with the new battalion of
marines which has been ordered assembled;
at Philadelphia for dispatch to the Isth-
mus.

The Dixie is now on her way north fo
tnls purpose.

General Elliott has-bee- anxious for sev-
eral days to obtain a field command, and
It is the present Intention of the officials
to grant his request.

MESSAGE WITHHELD.
It was said at the Navy Department to

day that. In view of the growing compli-
cations over the Panama situation, it is
inadvisable longer to announce the plans
of the department with the freedom
shown in the last few weeks, and for that
reason a cablegram received to-d- from
Rear Admiral Coghlan was not mads
public.

The Navy Department Is Informed that
the gunboat Petrel left San Francisco yes-
terday for Acapulco on her way to Pan-
ama, where she will be assigned to patrol
duty with the other vessels of the Pacific
Squadron, commanded by Rear Admiral
Glass.

RETES IS CAREFULi.
Because of the determination of General

Reyes to support all the contentions h
makes In his brief, that this or that phase
of this Government's Isthmian policy was
against precedent, by historical references
as well as by high authorities of interna-
tional law, the preparation of the paper
to be presented to the State Department la
taking longer than was at first expected.

Indeed, General Reyes Is not in any
haste to send it for this may be taken by
the Colombians as the termination of their
envoy's mission here and the country
might seize on the opportunity to make
warva contingency which General Reyea
has thus far used his utmost endeavors
to prevent.

Colombian Legation officials are not In-

clined to pass upon the right of tha At-

lanta to make a reconnolter on Colom-
bian territory, but It is evident that la
their opinion such action was not strictly
In accordance with tho best International
etiquette.

General Reyes is following with keen
Interest the canal debate In the Senate).
It was stated to-d- he had been pro
foundly Impressed by the speech of Sen-
ator Hoar. Copies of the speech will M
sent to Eogota for publication.

"STONEWALL" JACKSON'S
CHIEF OF STAFF DEAD.

General II. Kyd Dougrlas
Aavray, at U3, After Llnajerlas;

Illness at Uis Sister's Home

.REPUBLIC SPECIAL,
Hagerstown, Md., Dec 18. General &

Kyd Douglas, "Stonewall" Jackson's chief
of staff, died at his home in this city this
evening after a lingering illness, aged M.
He had been falling for more than a year.

General Douglas resided with his sister,
Mrs. Breckenbaugh, In a handsome man-
sion on Potomac avenue, where he sur-
rounded himself with a splendid library
and many trophies of the Civil War. Ha
was a bachelor.

General Douglas was born near
W. Va. His sister with her

son and daughter are his only survivlna;
relatives. . 't

BOOTH RELICS SOLD CHEAt.

Home Where Lincoln's Assassin
Planned His Flight Stripped.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
Washington. Deo. IS. The personal ef

fects of Mrs, Biirratt were sold at publlo
sale y at Clinton the new name for
Surrattsville In Prince George County,
Maryland, a few miles from this city.

MVIanv VAltiahta HfvtnfHtkl Tmrmm fit
household furniture were sold for leas
than kindling wood value.

xne late airs, .nary aurratt was a na--
five of Prince Geanre Counrv. At nsr- -

home John Wilkes Booth was a request
guest, and a few days before the assas-
sination cf President Lincoln heioameysd
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through Charles Count:" to mark out tna .
route of 'his flight through ths aovauMBi' a;
section onnia way to Virginia.
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